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Dear Parents, Teachers, and Sta�,

Welcome to 2020! I hope you have stepped into the new year rested, recharged 
and ready to tackle the 2nd half of the school year!

The next four months will certainly �y by, and the next two quarters ahead are 
going to be just as busy as our �rst two quarters.  As reported at the beginning of 
the school year, the Cocopah APT Board has been laser focused on amplifying the 
on-campus experiences for our students, teachers and sta�.  First, I’d like to call out 
the customized student agenda – now that we have a few months of use under our 
belts, we have heard complimentary feedback (mostly from teachers) that they are 
happy with the standardized organizational results being fostered by consistent 
use of the agendas. Change can certainly be challenging, but our students have 
adapted to using the agendas exceptionally well, and we sincerely appreciate your 
support!

Here’s a short recap of the high energy & engaging events that APT hosted during 
the �rst two quarters of the 19/20 school year:

In October, APT hosted a �rst time ever GLOW Party where over 140 students 
attended.  APT volunteers worked alongside student volunteers from Student 
Counsel and NJHS to create a true ‘black out’ in the cafetorium… complete with 
black lights, glow balloons, glow sticks, face paint and of course a crowd pleasing 
DJ to keep the dance �oor moving!

Also in October we hosted our �rst Career Lab that focused on the Healthcare 
industry.  We are quite lucky at Cocopah that we have so many prominent and 
devoted parents in the Healthcare �eld that are so willing to volunteer their time to 
help educate our students.

In November, APT hosted Crazy for Cocopah (again this year) featuring the in�at-
able corn maze in the Cocopah Courtyard.  The afternoon was complete with 
popcorn, a fun photo booth where the students could have their ‘on demand’ 
photos produced, and of course, the Kona Ice Truck. 

Finally, in December, APT hosted our �rst ever Winterfest event, where the attend-
ees enjoyed a pancake breakfast and had the opportunity to bid on the Cocopah 
holiday gift baskets and the exquisite holiday centerpieces designed and created 
by Linda Zaremba.

Currently, the Cocopah Read-a-thon is underway.  We hope the Read-a-thon will be 
quite engaging for the students because they can choose what they prefer to read!  
Thank you in advance for your consideration to participate. Cocopah would not be 
the phenomenal school that it is without your �nancial support!

Best,
Kathy Crumley-Schember, APT President 
president@cocopahapt.com

QUICK REMINDERS
Want to stay up to date with the 
happenings at Cocopah? Sign up for 
the Cocopah Connection Newsletter at 
www.cocopahapt.membershiptoolkit.com

APT meetings: we also have modi�ed 
the format and timing of our Cocopah 
APT monthly meetings to better 
accommodate more parent’s schedules 
and availability. All APT meetings are 
listed inside on the Cocopah APT 
calendar, or you can �nd the calendar 
and much more information on the APT 
website at www.cocopahapt.com.

Feedback you’d like to share? Questions 
you need an answer for?  Please feel free 
to reach out to the APT – we look forward 
to hearing from you.

Email APT at:  
president@cocopahapt.com



The APT is honored to showcase Bryn and Andy DeFusco in a new series that we are 
calling Community Powerhouses. We are blessed to have a plethora of caring, 
civic-minded families at Cocopah, we felt compelled to showcase some of the true 
‘movers & shakers’ that deliver notable impact to our school and expanded communi-
ty.  We are beyond grateful to have the DeFusco’s unwavering support of Cocopah 
Middle School and public education, so please take a moment to get to know what 
stellar examples of compassionate leaders in our community that Bryn and Andy 
DeFusco truly are. 

What was your favorite grade and subject in school? Andy: Fourth grade; math and 
science. Bryn: Junior Year at North High School; Theory of Knowledge Class with the 
amazing Mr. Cady!

What was your most impactful moment in middle school? Andy: Starting 8th grade 
at Pueblo Elementary School (then K-8) in August, 1978, the summer I moved to 
Arizona from the east coast. Being one of the shortest kids in the grade, I couldn’t help 
but wonder “What DO their parents feed them out here?” Bryn: Creighton Middle 
School in Central Phoenix – attending a diverse school was exciting, refreshing and 
shaped who I am today.

How did you meet? Andy: At a party for a mutual friend who was graduating law 
school. Bryn was mesmerized by me (!), even though my friend was trying to make 
time with her. I’m sure Bryn will tell the story a little di�erently. Bryn: Depends how you 
de�ne “mesmerized”…

What is the most treasured memory as a family? Andy: Being with my wife when 
our son was born, and then the four of us being together after our daughter was born, 
knowing that our family was (more than likely) now complete! Bryn: What he said.

What does ‘A Day in the Life of Bryn and Andy’ look like? Andy: Like most parents, 
it’s quite hectic some mornings getting the kids ready for school and out the door. 
Then a day of work, then back home in the early evening. Usually the four of us have 
dinner, kids do homework, then bedtime. Bryn: We’re very client-focused and most of 
our cases are referred to us by people we know, so much of our time is spent communi-
cating with our clients about their cases. Correction: homework is completed before 
dinner and various activities such as baseball, soccer, Girl Scouts, choir, theater & 
student council.

COMMUNITY
POWERHOUSES
ANDY & BRYN DEFUSCO

“When I graduated 
 law school at age 
 25, I embarked on 
 a 3,704 mile solo 
 bicycle tour of the 
 United States, 
 and didn’t stop 
 pedaling until I 
 reached my Aunt’s 
 home in Cranston, 
 Rhode Island.”

~ Andy DeFusco 



What is your favorite guilty pleasure? Andy: I grew up in Connecticut, so it would be. . . 
lobster. The larger, the better!  And of course, red wine (that’s the Italian in me). Bryn: Sleep.

If there was one person (dead or alive) that you could share a meal with, who would that 
be?  Why? Andy: My maternal grandfather, who died when I was �ve or six. He was a sculptor 
and artist in Italy, and moved here in the 1920’s. I’d like to learn more about his work, what 
motivated him to move to our country, and what he gave up (and gained) by doing so. Bryn: 
Queen Latifah. C’mon, do I really need to explain?

You chose a path and now both of you have a very successful law careers; but can you 
tell us about the ‘other path’? Andy: I’ve only had three career aspirations. When I was six, 
my Mom asked me what I wanted to do when I grew up. I looked out the front window, saw a 
street sweeper driving down the road, and told her, “a street cleaner.” Somehow, she remained 
very supportive of me. Then when I was ten, my Dad bought me a telescope for my birthday, 
and for the next six years, I wanted to be an astronomer. Then around age 16, I was inspired to 
become a lawyer, thanks to my Mom, who became a legal secretary/paralegal during the early 
1970’s to enable her to raise my four siblings and me shortly after my parents divorced.  Bryn: 
I don’t think I really ever had another path… although, when I was in undergrad I really 
wanted to be an attorney for the United Farm Workers.

Tell us one thing that most people would not know about you. Andy: When I graduated 
law school at age 25, I embarked on a 3,704 mile solo bicycle tour of the United States, and 
didn’t stop pedaling until I reached my Aunt’s home in Cranston, Rhode Island. It was truly my 
life’s mission, other than getting married and starting a family. Bryn: I was a lifeguard for the 
City of Phoenix Aquatic Division at Sunnyslope Pool for 5 years (not nearly as cool as a 3,704 
mile solo bike tour)

How do you spend your free time? Andy: Playing with our children, playing piano, and 
working out, usually bicycling. Bryn has me doing hot yoga now as well. Bryn: I love spending 
time with our huge family (tons of cousins in town) as well as my amazing Mom Ma�a of 
girlfriends!

What do you consider was your biggest failure and how did you overcome it? Andy: I did 
not take any time o� between high school and college, and between college and law school.  
It was advantageous to graduate law school at a young age, but I had few life or work experi-
ences compared to some of my colleagues (for example, my �rst year moot court partner was 
a 42-year-old physician). In hindsight, it might have been wiser to take six months or a year o� 
to travel. Bryn and I �nally got to experience Europe, which was my �rst trip across the pond.  
I have a bit of catching up to do! Bryn: Not doing a study abroad program with my undergrad, 
Pitzer College & not traveling to Chiapas Mexico to be a human rights observer in the mid-late 
90s. Trying to overcome it by serving underrepresented/underserved communities as an 
adult. Oh, and not wearing enough sunscreen in my teens & 20s. No way to rebound from 
that one!

What is the one key piece of advice you would give to your 13 year old self? Andy: Relax, 
enjoy the journey, and understand that every mistake in life is the key to your next success. 
Just don’t make the expensive or adversely life-altering BIG mistakes. Bryn: You’re not a water 
bu�alo…no matter what those girls say.

In 15 years, we will be... Andy: Still living the balanced life that we live today! 
Bryn: Supported in early retirement by our children.

“ Attending 
 Creighton 
 Middle School 
 in Central 
 Phoenix had 
 a real impact 
 on me – 
 attending a 
 diverse 
 school was 
 exciting, 
 refreshing and 
 shaped 
 who I am 
 today.”

~ Bryn DeFusco 



OUR PROGRESS

BUDGET GOAL - $63,700

YEAR TO DATE - $53,000

HOW YOUR $ HELPS

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

VOLUNTEER & STAFF 
SUPPORT - 5%
    Sta� Luncheons 
    Teacher Gifts
    & More!

EDUCATION - 56%
    Teacher Supplies
    Sta� Development 
        & Support
    Performing Arts 
        Support
    & More!

COMMUNITY - 31%
    BTS Orientation
    Crazy for Cocopah
    Student Socials
    Spelling Bee
    PBIS
    & More!

ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS - >5%
    Legal and Professional Fees
    Supplies and Materials

COMMUNICATION COSTS - >3%

FEBRUARY
12  Early Release Day

14  Co�ee Talk with Mr. Noonan

17  PRESIDENTS DAY - NO SCHOOL

26  APT Meeting

MARCH
6  End of 3rd Quarter 

9-13  Spring Break

19-20  Early Release Days - Parent/Teacher Conferences

20  Co�ee Talk with Mr. Noonan

25  APT Meeting

27  Parents Night Out + Cocopah Gathers

APRIL
10  District Recess

17  Co�ee Talk with Mr. Noonan 

21  Trivia Night

23-26  Band, Choir and Orchestra Field Trip 

28  Cocopah Gathers

29  APT Meeting

MAY
13  Early Release Day

15  Co�ee Talk with Mr. Noonan 

15 8th Grade Field Trip

20 8th grade event:  The Casto� Classic Party, 6- 9 pm

20  APT Meeting

21 8th Grade Moving Up Breakfast and Ceremony 

21  Last Day of Classes / Early Release Day


