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COCOPAH
MIDDLE SCHOOL

APT MONTHLY REMINDERS   |   MAY 2018
it's the last month

MAY

THIS MONTH

2 EARLY RELEASE: 12:20pm 

3 Book Fair Last Day

4 Teacher Appreciation Lunch

6 Chorus at DBacks Game

7 APT General Meeting: 
9:30am {E-103}

7 Community Bridges 
Presentation for parents on 
Drugs and Alcohol: 6-7:30pm 
{Cafeteria}

7-11 Teacher Appreciation Week

8 Choir Concert: 6pm 
{Chaparral}

9 6th Grade Band Concert: 6pm 
{Cocopah}

10 7th/8th Grade Band Concert: 
6pm {Cocopah}

11 8th Grade Dance: 6:30-
8:30pm {Cafeteria}

15 Orchestra Concert: 6pm 
{Chaparral}

18 8th Grade Event: 9am-2pm 
{Big Surf}

21 Staff Breakfast
22 EOY Ice Cream Yearbook 

Signing Party: 5:30-7pm 
cancelled

24 8th Grade Breakfast + 
Ceremony: 7:40-9:30am

24 LAST DAY OF SCHOOL - 
EARLY RELEASE 12:20pm

IT’S MAY! Can you believe we have already reached the last month of our 
school year? Not sure where the time has flown to, but we are sure you have 
had a memorable year! We sure have!

As this is being written, we are awaiting news on the teacher walk out… 
No doubt, by the time you are reading this, life will have unfolded and 
we will be on the other side of the situation – hopefully! As we celebrate 
teacher appreciation week at the beginning of this month, we want to 
acknowledge how thankful we are of ALL our teachers! We know that 
our students are better because of our extraordinary teacher dedication and 
have now lived through an important historical milestone lesson.

In mentioning our appreciation, we also remember our support staff… and 
especially want to give a shout out to two AMAZING women who have 
supported our school through the years and will be retiring – Nurse Ethel 
Corley and Mrs. Nancy Wik (front desk). Both smiles have greeted our 
students, teachers, and parents throughout the years and will be missed.

We also say goodbye to three power moms who have served on the APT 
Executive Board as their children graduate… THANK YOU is not nearly 
enough for Amy Mariucci, Liz Bornstein, and Anne Elizabeth Ginch. 
We also say thank you to all our board members, committee members and 
those who have just showed up to volunteer this year.

Finally, we say good luck to our 8th grade class and their families who 
“move up” to the next phase of their educational journey – we are so proud 
of you and hope you will always have fond memories of Cocopah! This 
month brings many wonderful festivities to celebrate your hard work.

So what else is going on this month? The Book Fair will be in early May, we 
have a nationally-acclaimed speaker, Stephanie Siete, coming to talk to 
parents on the evening of May 7th to discuss keeping your children safe, and 
our music department will have performances the week of May 14th. We are 
also kicking off our membership drive for the 2018-19 school year on 
the last day of school – so if you are one of those people who likes to get 
it done early, make a mental note. By becoming an APT member you will 
be able to vote on important topics throughout the year. More importantly, 
your gracious donation will help the APT to continue to support our school 
throughout the year. By being a member you don't have to attend meetings 
(although we would love to see you) but you will always have a voice in our 
Cocopah Community.

Please welcome our new board with us on May 7th (see the other side 
for names) and have a wonderful summer break!

yum

be 
informed

fun

wahoo!!!

THANK YOU  

AMY MARIUCCI 

FOR EVERYTHING!!
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WE ARE PROUD TO ANNOUNCE THE 2018-19 EXECUTIVE BOARD

VICE PRESIDENTS:
Education
Teerin Higgins values hard work, honesty, and fairness. "I believe that if you are going to do something, you should do it whole-heartedly 
and the right way. I always try to listen and learn before forming conclusions."
Leigh Ann McDaniel has worked for the SUSD for six years as a reading intervention specialist and substitute teacher for all grade levels. 
Her passion lies in being with the students and helping to promote their enthusiasm around reading and learning. 
Community
Alba Chester is the mom to 3 boys, her middle child, Dylan is going into 7th grade. Her other two boys attend Chaparral and Sequoya.  She 
values her family, contributing to the community and reading a good book. She spends her time volunteering between her boy's schools, 
PCH and Feeding Matters. When she's not volunteering, she enjoys time with her family, being outdoors and skiing.   
Lisa Kanarish is the mother of 2 boys, her oldest, Charlie is going into 7th grade. Although she's a lawyer, she currently runs a veterinary 
hospital with her husband. Some of her favorite things are hiking, her family, her pets and The Real Housewives of Atlanta.
Communication
Betsy Fisher-Pai, parent of Dash (8) and Wrenna (7) has lived in Arizona for almost 3 years. She is a graduate of Pomona College and did 
post-graduate studies at Northwestern University in Education Policy. She's worked in Educational Assessment, but, since moving, has 
stuck to volunteer work. She is a Docent at the Phoenix Art Museum and also works with Art Odyssey Arizona, the Girl Scouts, and Gigi's 
Playhouse.  
Volunteers
Anna Jennings loves being involved as much as possible at her children’s schools. It helps her to feel connected to the school, the teachers 
and the parent community. "Right now, the public schools need parent involvement more than ever, it is an honor to do what I can for our 
great school and it’s teachers."
Yvette Sheets is a mother of one super kid, Tyler, who will be an eighth grader next year. Recent masters grad from UofA and works full time 
managing a surgery center. Yvette is honored and grateful to be working with all of the valuable Cocopah volunteers in the upcoming year. 
Advisors
Francie Donkerbrook is a mother of a 3rd and 5th grader at Cherokee, they are very excited to begin their time at Cocopah next year. She's 
been actively involved at Cherokee as a past APT President and board member and looks forward to meeting, and learning from, more 
wonderful SUSD families in the upcoming years. 
Christy Wright has been the Cherokee APT President for the past 2 years and fundraising director for the 2 years prior. She also is a fitness 
instructor and is very passionate about fitness. She values dedication and volunteering to help make her children’s education be the best 
that it can be. 

STAFF/ADMIN:
Principal 
Nick Noonan began his educational career in 1995. In 2006, he joined the SUSD as a school administrator, first as an assistant principal 
at Copper Ridge School and then as principal of Kiva Elementary School. Mr. Noonan earned a Bachelor of Science from Santa Clara 
University, a Master of Education from Arizona State University, and a Master of Business Administration from Arizona State University.  He 
is the lucky husband of Lori Noonan and the proud father of Caroline (21 Univ. of Richmond) and Michael (19 Santa Clara University).

 
OFFICERS: 

Secretary 
Maria Negrete is married to her high school sweetheart, David. Mom to Diego (7th), Alexa (11th) and Gracie our Labrador. They moved here 
from CA Bay Area almost 2 years ago. They enjoy exploring and learning about AZ. She is a 6-year breast cancer survivor. "I believe in giving 
back to your community so I volunteer at our church and look forward to meeting and working with Cocopah parents and staff."  
Treasurer
Pat Moraca is the father of two SUSD kids, husband, Arizona native and a professional engineer. "Education is the best lifelong investment 
one can make in themselves. Kids today have far more to learn and choose from than prior generations. As parents we can only provide 
them a foundation to guide them on the exploratory journey to discover their interests and desires to shape a future on how they want it to 
look."
President
Lara Vineyard has two children (Kincaid,15 + Leigh,12) and a husband (Scott). She is a graduate of ASU and has run her own web design 
and marketing company since the time of dial up. Having studied in Jamaica, Belgium and The US, she is a believer that learning doesn't 
only happen in the classroom, but transcends through a diverse and connected community that values the contributions that each person 
makes.

. . . . . . . 

We are still seeking leadership roles in fundraising and have a few wish list positions to fill (events committees, grant writers, school store, 
6th grade welcome, staff appreciation, grade level events, and a dad's club)... if interested, please contact lara@cravinghaven.com.


