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A Note from SUSD Superintendent, Dr. David J. Peterson 
 
Welcome to middle school in Scottsdale Unified School District (SUSD), where our 31 schools offer an 
outstanding education and a wide range of programs to meet the needs of all learners from Pre-
Kindergarten through 12th grade.   We are very proud that SUSD has received Arizona’s highest rating 
of A for three consecutive years and that 15 of our schools have also been designated with an A rating.  
With the support of our Governing Board, staff, students and greater community, we have become 
innovators in public education and have demonstrated that we are SUSD Proud: The Best Choice. 
 
SUSD middle schools offer students opportunities to explore their possibilities with rigorous curriculum 
and elective selections that include world languages, technology and Honors classes.  Middle school 
students also have the opportunity to earn high school credits during 8th grade in Algebra I and World 
Language I courses.  From exploring a child’s interests and talents to planning for college and career, 
SUSD middle schools offer the best choice for your middle level student. 
 
I invite you to visit our website at www.susd.org to find out more about SUSD.  We know you have 
choices for your child’s education and we are very glad you chose SUSD. 
 
Very truly yours, 
 
Dr. David J. Peterson 
Superintendent 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

http://www.susd.org/
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Scottsdale Unified School District Middle Schools 
 

Grades 6-8 K – 8 School 
  
Cocopah Copper Ridge School 
6615 E. Cholla Street 10101 E. Thompson Peak Pkwy. 
Scottsdale, AZ  85254 Scottsdale, AZ  85255 
480-484-4400 480-484-1400 
  
  
Desert Canyon K – 8 School of Choice 
10203 E. McDowell Mt. Ranch Rd.  
Scottsdale, AZ  85255 Arcadia Neighborhood Learning Center (ANLC) 
480-484-4600 4330 N. 62nd Street 
 Scottsdale, AZ  85251 
 480-484-7500 
Ingleside  
5402 E. Osborn Road  
Phoenix, AZ  85018 Cheyenne Traditional School 
480-484-4900 13636 N. 100th Street 
 Scottsdale, AZ  85260 
 480-484-5600 
Mohave  

 
 
 

8490 E. Jackrabbit Road 
Scottsdale, AZ  85250 
480-484-5200 
 
 
Mountainside 
11256 N. 128th Street 
Scottsdale, AZ  85259 
480-484-5500 
 
 
Supai 
6720 E. Continental 
Scottsdale, AZ  85257 
480-484-5800 

 
  

SUSD Vision: A community that engages, educates and empowers all to excel. 
 

SUSD Mission Statement: To deliver a world-class education promoting the highest 
level of academic achievement, creativity and personal growth that will inspire 
greatness in today's students and tomorrow's leaders. 

 

SUSD Motto: Engage, educate and empower every student, every day. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE 
 

ANLC and Cheyenne Traditional School are 
Schools of Choice within the Scottsdale 
Unified School District.   
 
Each of these schools has specialized 
programs and/or curriculum materials that 
support its unique philosophy.  
 
Thus, course and program offerings at these 
campuses may differ from those indicated 
within this planning guide. 
 
Please consult each school’s website for 
specific information. 
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Vision and Mission Statement 
 

Scottsdale Unified School District offers middle school programs designed to meet the  
academic, social, and emotional needs of the emerging adolescent.  

Our middle school philosophy is demonstrated through the learning opportunities at each school.  
This Middle School Program Guide describes the variety of opportunities available to each student. 

 

 
Middle Level Vision 
Middle level programming that ensures challenging academics and readiness by supporting the social/emotional growth 
of the emerging adolescent. 
 
Middle Level Mission Statement 
Scottsdale Middle Schools are committed to providing an environment which expands personal and academic success for all 
students by meeting the unique needs of the early adolescent learner.  
 
Middle Level Concept 
Scottsdale Middle Schools are committed to focusing on the learning needs of young adolescents. Schools are organized and 
teachers are trained to address the academic, physical and emotional needs of our students as they face the changes that 
occur at this critical point in their development. 
 
All Scottsdale Middle Schools feature the concepts that have proven successful with this age group at schools around the 
country. Elective courses are offered at each grade level to provide a greater breadth of learning and to introduce students 
to the areas they might pursue as they enter high school. Classes are organized heterogeneously to provide students ample 
opportunity to learn from their teachers as well as from one another. 
 
Each school provides programs for gifted, special education and second language students to meet their unique needs. Each 
school employs counseling services, nurses, librarians and a school resource officer to maintain a focus on student health and 
safety. 
 
Each middle school is aligned with its respective high school to allow curriculum articulation and a smooth transition to the 
next level of education. Examine the information in this program guide and additional information provided on each middle 
school’s website to learn more about middle level education in Scottsdale. 
 

Successful Middle Schools Are Characterized By a Culture That Includes: 
 Educators who value working with students of this age group 
 Courageous, collaborative leadership  
 A shared vision that guides decision 
 An inviting, supporting, safe environment 
 High expectations for everyone 
 Students and teachers engaged in active learning 
 An adult advocate for each child 
 A school initiated family and community partnership 

 
Therefore, Scottsdale Middle Schools Provide: 
 Curriculum that is relevant, rigorous, integrated and enriched 
 Differentiated instruction to meet the learning needs of all students 
 Multi-faced guidance and support services 
 Organizational structures that support meaningful relationships  
 Assessment and evaluation programs that promote quality learning 
 

Adopted from This We Believe, Successful Schools for Young Adolescents, Copyright 2003, National Middle School Association. 
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General Information 
Accountability 
SUSD middle schools are committed to providing an environment which expands personal and academic success, focusing 
on the unique learning needs of young adolescent learners.  All Scottsdale Middle Schools provide curriculum that is 
relevant and rigorous, support meaningful relationships, and ensure assessment and evaluation processes that promote 
quality learning.   
 

Successful completion of middle school coursework is expected.  Students who experience challenges in core classes will 
be expected to attend specified academic support occurring during the school day, after school or in the summer.   The 
structure of the academic support will be site-based, utilizing available resources.  The intent of this support is to provide 
targeted, structured intervention to students requiring ongoing support in the core classes (language arts, math, science, 
social studies). 
 

Appeal of a Grade 
An appeal for a grade change must be made within one semester of the completion of that course for which the grade was 
given.  All appeals must be made at the site level, to the teacher of record for that course.  Only the teacher of record for 
the class may change a grade. 

 

Athletic and Extra-Curricular Participation: Supporting Student Learning 
On June 19, 2012, the SUSD Governing Board voted to approve a new policy regarding a minimum GPA of 2.0 for all middle 
and high school students, effective August, 2012.  (This policy includes interventions and support systems available to 
ensure student success).  The SUSD Code of Conduct explains how this policy impacts high school and middle school 
students’ participation in extracurricular activities. See the Code of Conduct on the SUSD website for more information. 
 

College and Career Readiness 
Naviance is a college and career planning resource that is available to students in SUSD beginning in the 6th grade.  This 
program is a great tool that will help students plan their educational path, including their Educational Career and Action 
Plan (ECAP) and ultimately helps in completing college applications. An ECAP reflects a student’s current plan of coursework, 
career aspiration, and extended learning opportunities in order to develop the student’s individual academic and career 
goals.  A student’s plan helps to personalize education and enables the student to maximize the opportunities available in 
in high school and beyond high school graduation.  An annual fee of $5 per student is collected to support this program. 
 

Grading Criteria  
There are four grading periods for middle school students. Grades are sent home to parents, or parents are notified of online 
posting, at the end of each nine-week grading period.  Failing grades in core courses may result in students being placed in 
academic support classes or retention. Students will receive two separate indicators for each standard course. They are: 
 

Academic Grade  Conduct Grade 

A Highest Grade  O Outstanding  

B Above Average  S Satisfactory  

C Average  I Improving  

D Below Average  N Needs Improvement  

F Failure  U Unsatisfactory  

I Incomplete  NM No M a r k  
 

NOTE:  All K-8 schools are on a trimester schedule.  Grades are sent home to parents at the end of each trimester, or parents 
are notified of online posting, at the end of each trimester.   
For more information about how grades are determined at the middle school level, please see the informational video for 
middle school parents, the Grading Guidelines document for parents, and a list of Frequently Asked Questions, all available 
in the SUSD Digital Backpack.   

Grading Scale/Grade Point Averages  -  The following grading scale is used for computing grade point averages: 
 

A = 90 or above = 4 points  
All graded classes are included in computing grade point averages. 
NOTE: May not apply to SUSD K-8 Schools of Choice. 
 
 

B = 80 to 89 = 3 points 

C = 70 to 79 = 2 points 

D = 60 to 69 = 1 point 

F = below 60 = 0 points 
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High School Credit 
As of the 2011-2012 school year, 8th grade students taking Algebra I and/or any World Language Level I course can elect to 
receive SUSD high school credit for these courses.  This means students could start high school with 1.0 credit for each of 
these courses toward their SUSD high school diploma.  For detailed information about the timeline parents and students 
can elect to earn credit for these courses, please see the “letter to 8th grade parents” in the SUSD Digital Backpack.  
PLEASE NOTE: 7th Graders enrolled in high school level courses during their 7th grade year will not receive high school credit. 
(Sample High School Credit Election letter: Appendix A). 
 

Homebound 
Definition: “Homebound” or “Hospitalized” refers to students who are capable of profiting from academic instruction but 
are unable to attend school due to illness, disease, accident or other health conditions.  Students eligible for these services 
have been examined by a competent medical doctor and are certified by that doctor as being unable to attend regular 
classes for a period of not less than three school months, or are unable to attend school regularly due to chronic or acute 
health problems, or who are certified by that doctor as being unable to attend regular classes for intermittent periods of 
time totaling three school months during a school year.   
 

The medical certification shall state the general medical condition (such as illness, disease or chronic health condition) that 
is the reason that the student is unable to attend school, per ARS 15-901(B) (13).  Eligibility for homebound services includes 
the completion of an application, including, but not limited to, a treating physician signature that certifies that it is his/her 
opinion that this student will not be able to attend school for a period of at least 3 months (see definitions above) due to a 
chronic condition.  The patient, if eligible, will be able to receive academic instruction in the home or hospital setting while 
services are necessary.  If there are questions regarding Homebound please call the Homebound office 480-484-5037. 
 

Homework  
Homework plays a role in the education of children.  Generally, SUSD middle level students can plan to spend 10 minutes 
per day, per grade level, on relevant homework assigned to prepare, integrate or practice their learning. For example: 6th 
grade = 60 minutes, 7th grade = 70 minutes, 8th grade = 80 minutes.  Actual time required to complete assignments will 
vary with each students’ study habits, academic skills and selected course load.  Independent reading assignments and 
expectations may be in addition to these homework guidelines.   
 

Incompletes  
If given an Incomplete for a grade, the student must make up the work within four (4) weeks after the grading period ends.  
 

Open Enrollment  
SUSD’s open enrollment policy offers students who live outside District boundaries the opportunity to attend any of our 31 
schools, providing the school has availability.  In-District students may also choose to open enroll to a school other than their 
designated neighborhood school, again based on space availability. Open enrollment applications are accepted between 
December 1 and January 15. Applications must be turned in at SUSD‘s Centralized Enrollment Office. 
 

Principal's List/Honor Roll  
A Principal's List shall be established at the end of each nine-week grading period. To qualify, a student must earn at least a 3.8 
average with no U's and no more than one N in conduct. An Honor Roll shall be established at the end of each nine-week or 
trimester grading period. To qualify, a student must earn at least a 3.5 average with no U's and no more than one N in conduct. 
NOTE: May not apply at SUSD K-8 Schools of Choice.  
 

Registration  
Registration materials are distributed to all students in the spring. 
 

Student Code of Conduct 
The Scottsdale Unified School District has developed the Uniform Code of Student Conduct to provide students, parents 
and staff with a clear outline of students’ rights and behavioral expectations.  These expectations, along with the District’s 
guiding Vision and Goals, will help us to continue to provide the highest quality education possible to our students. The 
Student Code of Conduct is available in the SUSD Digital Information Backpack.  
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Naviance- Connecting Learning and Life 
 
 
 
 
Naviance offers students and parents a platform where they can align interests to long-term college and career 
goals, while providing school and district administrators with the tools to monitor student progress.  This program 
will help enable students to plan their education path, including their Educational Career and Action Plan (ECAP).  
Parents may access Naviance as well!  Please communicate with your school’s guidance counselor for instructions 
to access Naviance. 
An annual fee of $5 is required by all students to support this program. 
 

Below is a basic Middle School Program of Study for illustration. 

 

For more information: http://www.naviance.com/ 

Middle School Guidance Counseling 
 
SUSD Guidance Counselors recognize that high school and college readiness begins as early as 6th grade.  The Middle 
School Guidance teams play a key role in fostering this preparation by encouraging high school planning, supporting 
parent involvement and providing tools for student academic and social success. 
 

 Successful completion of middle school academics provides the foundation for the completion of high school 
classes and preparation for post-secondary education. 

 Study habits including daily homework, independent completion of projects and self-advocating with 
classroom teachers are skills that will help them in the transition to high school and college. 

 Students interested in highly selective college options after high school should discuss Math and World 
Language classes that they are eligible to complete in middle school with their guidance counselors   Honors 
level ELA courses are available at the middle level.  

 Students and parents should investigate high school curriculum options available to their students within 
Scottsdale Unified School District.  The District offers opportunities, such as Parent Academy through 
Community Education, to inform parents of program options. 

 College readiness at the middle school level includes exploration and planning for Honors, Advanced 
Placement®, Dual Enrollment and International Baccalaureate pathways through high school.  For more 
information, please refer to the High School Planning Guide on the SUSD website and the honors 
commitment form in the SUSD Digital Backpack.  

•Parent Awareness/Training

•Career curriculum embedded in 
classroom content areas 

•Lessons on using student planners 

•Goal Setting through Naviance

Grade 6

•Parent Awareness/Training 

•Career Key—embedded in Career 
Exploration Curriculum (Quarterly) 
and The Career Key through 
Naviance 

•Lessons in note taking

•Goal Setting through Naviance

Grade 7

•Parent Awareness/Training

•Lessons on being successful in class 

•Goal Setting through Naviance

•Course Planning for Freshman year 
through Naviance

•Course Selection /Course 
Registration –in conjunction with 
feeder high schools

Grade 8

Naviance, utilized by over 7,500 schools and districts globally, is a comprehensive college and career readiness 
solution for middle and high schools to help connect academic achievement to post-secondary goals. 

 

http://www.naviance.com/
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Curriculum Offerings 

 

Listed below are the curriculum offerings that the SUSD Governing Board believe are essential for every middle school 
student.  The curriculum described in this guide is presented at each school in a variety of ways.  The teachers utilize a wide 
range of instruction methodologies.  Elective and honors courses may vary by site.   
 

Required Courses 
 

English Language Arts 
 

 
Beginning the fall of the 2014-15 school year, all SUSD middle schools will offer honors level courses in English/Language 
Arts at grades 6, 7 and 8. Honors English Language Arts courses at the middle school provide an enriched curriculum for 
adolescents.  Curriculum and instruction in these courses engage students in learning opportunities at greater depth and 
breadth of the academic standards.   A list of the novels read at the middle level is available in the SUSD Digital Backpack. 
 
Academic standards for English Language Arts at the middle level include: 

 
6th Grade 
Sixth grade English Language Arts focuses on the concept of change.  Students will be analyzing components, organizational 
structure, and language of a variety of narrative texts.  They will apply their understanding of narrative by engaging in the 
writing process to craft a personal narrative.  Students will be able to analyze plot development and figurative language as 
well as determine theme.  They will apply this knowledge to write their own original short story.  Students will engage in 
an analysis of internal and external forces that cause a character to change.  They will apply this conceptual understanding 
of forces and change to reading a novel with multiple characters and conflicts.  They will apply close reading strategies to 
a diverse set of informational texts including the genre of essay, memoir, news column and biographical film.  They will 
practice the crucial skills of conducting research to compare and contrast different authors’ presentations on a similar 
topic and by writing with clear development and organization.  They will read informational and argumentative texts to 
analyze the elements of an argument as well as learn to cite sources, evaluate language, and understand the role of visual 
displays in expressing information.  Students will apply their understanding of these concepts and skills as they research 
and debate a controversy affecting their school, community, or society. By reading articles and informational texts, 
students will begin to understand Shakespeare and his society.  They will generate research questions, research for further 
information, and plan to present it as it relates to his comedy The Taming of the Shrew.  They will conduct a close reading 
of excerpts from The Taming of the Shrew to analyze and compare it to its film version, and then apply their understanding 
by preparing and presenting a reader’s theatre performance of a scene from The Taming of the Shrew. 
 
7th Grade 
Seventh grade English Language Arts focuses on the concept of choice.  After studying several types of narratives to 
develop an understanding of content, structure, and language, students will practice drafting their own narratives and 
learn how to effectively revise and reflect upon their work.  Students will analyze a variety of traditional texts to deepen 
their understanding of the structure of a story, as well as to increase their understanding of character development.  They 
will learn how to analyze texts for symbolism and apply their knowledge of the elements and structure of mythical short 
stories as they write their own myth.  By reading informational texts and learning specific advertising techniques to become 
aware of advertising’s impact on youth, students will review the research process and use it to guide exploration of this 
topic in order to write an expository essay and participate in a collaborative discussion. Through the examination of the 
structure of a novel, students will analyze character motivation and actions by exploring setting, point of view, and author’s 
language.  They will use this information in the writing of an analysis essay. They will practice locating and evaluating 
sources and creating annotated bibliographies as they research about the life and achievements of a leader who made a 
positive difference in the world.  They will create a biographical multi-media presentation about a prominent leader who 
made inspiring choices that helped shape the world.  Students will study a variety of poetry and monologues to deepen 
their understanding of how to use language for effect, to generate ideas for original monologues, and to make the connection 
between words on paper and oral performance.  They will study Shakespeare’s play Twelfth Night in order to analyze, plan, and 
deliver a performance of a Shakespearean dialogue. 
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8th Grade 
Eighth grade English Language Arts focuses on the concept of challenge.  Students will apply their understanding of the Hero’s 
Journey, Archetype, narrative writing, and visual techniques by conceptualizing, drafting, visualizing, and revising an original 
Hero’s Journey narrative.  As students go deeper into the concept of heroism, they will analyze a variety of literary and 
informational texts to write an original definition essay.  They will conduct a novel study to explore the concepts of utopia and 
dystopia, deepen their understanding of the Hero’s Journey Archetype, analyze literary elements, and form responses to literature 
using the compare/contrast structure to organize ideas.  They will apply their understanding by writing an expository essay relating 
the concept of dystopia or the Hero’s Journey Archetype.  Students will learn how to develop an effective argument through 
reading, writing, collaboration, and debate.  They will learn the importance of understanding one’s audience and using research 
and logos to support a claim.  They will apply their understanding by writing a research based argumentative essay.  Students will 
study an allegory and film as a means to move into an in-depth exploration of Holocaust narratives in Literature Circles.  They will 
read informational texts including news articles, public service announcements, and speeches to gather information, analyze 
elements and techniques of an argument, and evaluate how an author integrates multimedia and visual displays to enhance 
communication.  Students will select an issue of national or global significance and collaboratively create a plan that uses diverse 
media channels to address a specific audience for the purpose of convincing that audience to take action to make a difference.  
Students will identify and analyze levels of comedy and elements of humor to write and revise a multi-paragraph expository 
analysis of a humorous text.  Through close reading and comparative analysis of both the text and film versions of Shakespeare’s 
comedy A Midsummer Night’s Dream, students will apply this knowledge to interpret and perform a scene from the play. 

 

Science 
 

Middle level science courses offer rich context for students to develop as 21st-century learners, fostering the skills of critical 
thinking, problem solving, and information literacy. Science courses broaden the study of engineering, making connections 
between science, technology, engineering, the arts and mathematics (STEAM).   
 

6th Grade 
Sixth grade science covers topics in the areas of life, physical, and Earth/space sciences. Life science focuses on the characteristics 
of living things, the diversity of life and how organisms change over time. The main concept in physical science portion is energy 
and how it is stored and transferred.  Earth and space science provides the foundation for students to understand the relationships 
between the atmosphere along with its layers and the Earth’s water.  And lastly, the process of scientific inquiry, history and 
nature of science along with personal and social perspectives are interwoven throughout the course. 
 

SUSD’s sixth grade science program is taught using standards-based research modules that highlight 21st century skills including 
critical thinking, problem solving, collaboration, communication and high student engagement (hands-on) with the incorporation 
of digital curriculum. 

 
7th Grade 
Seventh grade science covers topics in the areas of life and Earth/space sciences with the major focus being in Earth and space 
science. Life science includes the analysis of the relationships among various organisms and their environment by studying 
populations of organisms in an ecosystem. Topics covered in the Earth and space domain include the structure of Earth and its 
systems and processes along with Earth’s relationship to the solar system. The process of scientific inquiry, history and nature of 
science along with personal and social perspectives are interwoven throughout the course. 
 

SUSD’s seventh grade science program is taught using standards-based research modules that highlight 21st century skills including 
critical thinking, problem solving, collaboration, communication and high student engagement (hands-on) with the incorporation 
of digital curriculum. 
 

8th Grade 
Eighth grade science covers topics in the areas of life and physical sciences. Life science focuses on how organisms change over 
time in terms of biological adaptation emphasizing diversity, behavior, genetics and heredity. Physical science introduces students 
to chemistry (physical and chemical properties of matter) and physics (relationships between force and motion) concepts. The 
process of scientific inquiry, history and nature of science along with personal and social perspectives are interwoven throughout 
the course. 
 

SUSD’s eighth grade science program is taught using standards-based research modules that highlight 21st century skills including 
critical thinking, problem solving, collaboration, communication and high student engagement (hands-on) with the 
incorporation of digital curriculum. 
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Mathematics 
 
In order to best prepare our students for college and careers, the study of mathematics is shifting its focus from computational 
procedures to conceptual understanding and connecting it to the world.   
 

6th Grade Mathematics 
The curriculum for this course of study follows the ACCRS and will focus on four critical areas: (1) connecting ratio and rate 
to whole number multiplication and division and using concepts of ratio and rate to solve problems; (2) completing 
understanding of division of fractions and extending the notion of number to the system of rational numbers, which includes 
negative numbers; (3) writing, interpreting, and using expressions and equations; and (4) developing understanding of 
statistical thinking.  Students will also learn to reason about relationships among shapes to determine area, surface area, 
and volume.  
 
7th Grade Mathematics 
The curriculum for this course of study follows the ACCRS and will focus on four critical areas: (1) developing understanding 
of and applying proportional relationships; (2) developing understanding of operations with rational numbers and working 
with expressions and linear equations; (3) solving problems involving scale drawings and informal geometric constructions, 
and working with two- and three-dimensional shapes to solve problems involving area, surface area, and volume; and (4) 
drawing inferences about populations based on samples. 
 
8th Grade Mathematics 
The curriculum for this course of study follows the ACCRS and will focus on three critical areas: (1) formulating and reasoning 
about expressions and equations, including modeling an association in bivariate data with a linear equation, and solving 
linear equations and systems of linear equations; (2) grasping the concept of a function and using functions to describe 
quantitative relationships; (3) analyzing two- and three-dimensional space and figures using distance, angle, similarity, and 
congruence, and understanding and applying the Pythagorean Theorem. 

 
8th Grade Algebra 1 (High School Course 4410-4411) 
This course is designed to introduce the skills, strategies and vocabulary involved in algebraic problem solving.  It includes 
algebra concepts, functions, probability, statistics, analysis of graphs and charts, number theory and connections to 
geometry.  Skills and application of the concepts of algebra and building a strong foundation for continuing the study of 
mathematics will be emphasized.   

 
NOTE: As of the 2011-12 school year, students enrolled in Algebra 1 in 8th grade will be allowed to choose whether they 
would like to have this course count for HS credit on their HS transcript.  Parents and students will be notified to indicate 
their choice after grades have been awarded to students. 

 
For detailed information about the timeline middle school parents and students can elect to earn credit for Algebra I, please 
see the “letter to 8th grade parents” in the SUSD Digital Backpack (available on the SUSD website). 
 
Math for Success  
Successful completion of middle school coursework is essential. Students who experience challenges in math may be 
scheduled to attend a specified academic Math for Success course during the school day in lieu of electives.   This course is 
designed to provide targeted, structured intervention to students that would benefit from support in math.   
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SUSD Middle Level Math Courses 
(Revised – May, 2014) 

 

Diagnostic/Aptitude Assessment is given to all 5th grade students mid-April to early May each year. 
(Aptitude Test – for 7th Grade Math) 

5th Grade Teachers complete matrices to identify the best courses for incoming 6th grade students 
to ensure successful experiences in math.  (Due date for Matrices data to be input into DataCentral is May 10th.) 

 

Incoming 6th Grade Students 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Diagnostic/Aptitude Assessment is given to all 6th grade students mid-April to early May. 
(Aptitude Test – for 8th Grade Math) 

6th Grade Teachers complete matrices to identify the best courses for incoming 7th grade students to ensure successful 
experiences.  (Due date for Matrices data to be input into DataCentral is May 10th.) 

 

Incoming 7th Grade Students 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Diagnostic/Aptitude Assessment is given to all 7th grade students mid-April to early May. 
(Aptitude Test – for Algebra I) 

6th Grade Teachers complete matrices to identify the best courses for incoming 7th grade students to ensure successful 
experiences.  (Due date for Matrices data to be input into DataCentral is May 10th.) 

 

Incoming 8th Grade Students 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

The SUSD SAP (Standard Assessment Procedure) is given to all 8th grade math students in January or February to identify 
students that might benefit from remediation or intervention support systems at the high school level. 8th grade teachers 
score the tests and complete the matrices in DataCentral and communicate names of students identified with middle level 
counselors. Middle school counselors share identified students with high school counselors. (Note: Students can receive 
support for Algebra I in a variety of ways.  See the High School Planning Guide for detailed explanations of the Algebra I 
Support course and learn about other services each high school may have to ensure students success in math. Summer 
academic programs may be available to assist middle school students with the transition to high school level 
mathematics.  Middle school guidance counselors will be able to assist and advise during spring semester).  
 

Important Notes:   
 ALL courses include the rigorous Arizona College and Career Ready Standards at each grade level -- and the mathematical practices 

associated with them. 

 Students are more successful in math classes in high school mathematics courses if they have a solid understanding of the standards 
in all math class prerequisites.   Thus, decisions about recommending accelerating in math courses at the middle level are made 
thoughtfully, and in the best interest of students. 

 Students identified that will benefit by “acceleration” may be encouraged to complete online modules that will provide instruction on the 
grade level standards from the course content that is “missed.”   

 All students MUST take Algebra I – as it is the foundational course for all HS math courses.  

 Reminder:  Beginning the 2011-12 school year, students completing Algebra I in middle school can elect to earn high school credit for 
that course.  Students (and parents) will be asked whether they’d like to earn that credit at the END of the course, after grades have 
been determined.    

 Any student interested in taking  Honors or AP level courses in math at the high school level should consult with their teachers and 
guidance counselors to learn if they would benefit  from taking an extra class or receiving additional support prior to beginning an 
Honors level course.  Please see the SUSD Middle School Planning Guide and the SUSD High School Planning Guide for additional 
information about math course descriptions and recommended sequences.   

6th Grade Math 7th Grade Math 

7th Grade Math 8th Grade Math Algebra I 

8th Grade Math Algebra I Geometry or  
Geo/Trig H 

Note: In rare circumstances, some 
students may be recommended for 
placement in 8th grade math. 

Note: In rare circumstances, some 
students may be recommended for 
placement in Geometry or 
Geo/Trig H. (Algebra I must be 
completed.) 

Note: In rare circumstances, some 
students may be recommended for 
placement in Algebra II or Algebra 
II Honors.  (Algebra I and Geometry 
must be completed.) 
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SUSD High School Math Trajectory of Courses 

  

Year 1

Algebra I

Note: Algebra 
Support course 
is available in 

conjuction 
with Algebra I, 
as an elective

Year 2

Geometry

+ Geometry/Trig 
Honors

Note: 
Geometry 

Support course 
is available in 

conjuction with 
Geometry, as 

an elective

Year 3

Algebra II

+ Algebra II

Honors

*ACCRS 
Mathematics

++ Integrated 
Math                    

(In conjunction with 
Algebra II)

Year 4 & 5

** Algebra III 
with Trig

** Algebra III 
Dual Enrollment

** Trigonomety/ 
Pre-Calculus

** Trigonomety/ 
Pre-Calculus 

Honors

** Trigonometry/ 
Pre-Calculus Dual 

Enrollment

** AP Computer 
Science

**AP Statistics

++ Business Math

** IB Math SL

** IB Math HL-
1

** IB Math 
Studies

** Integrated 
Mathematics

*ACCRS 
Mathematics

++ Foundations of 
Mathematics

Year 6

***AP 
Calculus AB

*** +AP 
Calculus BC

IBHL 2

Prerequsitite 
IBHL 1

Brief Calculus

Prerequisite: 
Trig/Pre-Calc 
or Algebra III

Year 7

Calculus III

Prerequisite: 
AP Calc BC

*     ACCRS Mathematics is an intervention course 
for juniors and seniors who have not passed 
Arizona State testing.  The course counts as a 
math course for SUSD graduation requirement but 
is NOT recognized as a required math course for 
universities.  

  

**    All courses at this level need Algebra II as a 
prerequisite 

 

*** All courses at this level need Trig/Pre-Calc as a 
prerequisite 

 

+    Students are more successful in Honors level 
classes if they have completed the Honors class 
pre-requisite.  Students who did not take 
Geometry-Trig Honors but are interested in taking 
other Honors level courses in math should consult 
with their teachers and guidance counselors to 
learn if they would benefit from taking an extra 
class or by receiving additional support prior to 
beginning an Honors level course.   

 

++  Upon the successful completion of this course, 
students earn a math credit for graduation 
purposes in SUSD. However, this class has NOT 
been accepted as a 4th year math credit by the 
Arizona Board of Regents. Thus, it does not meet 
college entrance requirements. 

Students may move between columns based 
on readiness, performance and teacher 
recommendation. 
 



  
 

                                                       13 | P a g e  
6/10/14 RW 

Middle School Planning Guide 2014/15 

Social Studies 
 

6th Grade 
Emphasis in sixth grade social studies is placed on world history through a global study of ancient civilizations through the 
Enlightenment, including the early cultures of the Americas. Students will study history through the interrelationships of 
history, geography, civics and economics.  Students will discuss, explain, analyze, and evaluate historical events using print 
and digital sources.  
 
7th Grade 
Seventh grade social studies curriculum focuses on American history from the Civil War through the Great Depression.  
Students also study the impact of the Industrial Revolution and Imperialism on world events.  Geography, civics and 
economic concepts are integrated throughout the course. Students will explain, analyze, evaluate, and interpret historical 
events using print and digital texts.  
 
8th Grade 
A review of the Revolutionary Period, followed by an in-depth study of the U.S. Constitution will begin eighth grade 
curriculum. Students will continue to study historical periods including postwar United States through contemporary times.   
Students will also study the relationships of events and people, interpret significant patterns, themes, ideas, and beliefs in 
Arizona and American history.  Students will apply lessons of American history to their lives as citizens of the United States 
using print and digital texts.   

English Language Development 
 

All students who enter Scottsdale schools with a Primary Home Language Other Than English (PHLOTE) are screened with 
the Arizona English Language Learner Assessment (AZELLA) to determine their proficiency in English. 
 

Students who are found to be limited in English proficiency are offered instructional English Language Development (ELD) 
for up to four hours a day as required by the state of Arizona SEI Program Models.  All middle schools in the District have 
ELD classrooms.  In schools with less than 20 such students in any two or three consecutive grade levels, requirements are 
met using an Individual Language Learner Plan (ILLP) for each student.  English Language Learners (ELL) are placed in ELD 
classes according to proficiency on the AZELLA, their Individual Language Learner Plan (ILLP) and/or Arizona Department of 
Education requirements. 
 

Grade Level Course ID Course Name 
6-8 1595 ELD Conversational English & Academic Vocabulary 

6-8 1596 ELD Academic English Grammar 

6-8 1597 ELD English Reading 

6-8 1598 ELD English Writing 

 
ELD Conversational English and Academic Vocabulary 
This course is designed to provide students English with advanced oral and aural competence in a wide variety of English 
language settings.  Students will demonstrate correct use of receptive and expressive English skills.  Course works focuses 
on development of English skills for social and academic conversations.  An emphasis is placed on expanding the range of 
relevant content vocabulary words.  Students continue to refine conversational skills related to academic success, as well 
as student life skills for understanding school, community, regional and national cultures.  
 
ELD Academic English Grammar 
Students in this course study aspects of English language structure and writing with a focus on grammar elements that 
students encounter in expository school texts.  The link between English grammar and reading comprehension is 
emphasized, as is the nature and grammatical structure of academic writing.  This is a stand-alone course that is taken 
simultaneously with English Language Arts and other content area courses. 
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ELD English Reading 
This is a beginning English reading course for students who score Pre-Emergent or Emergent on the AZELLA.  Students will 
develop reading skills in four areas: word analysis, fluency and vocabulary, comprehension, and basic literary analysis and 
response.  Students use sequential reading instructional materials at their level to establish a base for further content area 
and narrative reading tasks.  Students develop a sight word vocabulary as well as receive explicit phonics and decoding 
skills instruction.  *Basic or Intermediate students will be looked at on a case by case basis.  
 

ELD English Writing 
This course is designed to provide students with a foundation to English writing.  Students in the course receive direct 
instruction in grammar, sentence expansion and writing forms (paragraphs, essay descriptive, narrative, and first person).  
Students will learn specific skills for pre-writing, draft composition, and editing using a process writing format. 
*Schools with twenty or more ELLs spread over three grade levels have four hours of ELD in which case students will 
also be required to take ELD English Writing.   

Arts 
 
Visual Arts 
These classes, which are based on the Arizona State and District Standards, provides an environment for students to grow 
both perceptually and cognitively, increasing their knowledge and skills in Creating Art, Art in Context, and Art as Inquiry.  
Students will explore drawing, painting, printmaking, ceramics and sculpture integrating cultural and historical concepts 
while applying the Elements and Principals of Design.  

Computers 
 

Middle level computer courses prepare students for academic success and continuous learning.  Computer courses 
reinforce the skills students need to analyze, learn and explore resources as digital learners, allowing students to develop 
as 21st century learners for their future in a competitive global job market.  Computer courses inspire and motivate students 
to study and pursue careers in Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM).  Elective computer course offerings vary 
by site.   
 

Computers (1 Semester 6th, 7th & 8th Grades) 
The curriculum is aligned with Arizona State Technology Standards and SUSD core curriculum performance objectives.  
Microsoft Office Suite (Word, Excel and PowerPoint) is the instructional software program.  Learning to use computers will 
prepare students to be successful in the future. 
 

Introduction to Computers/Keyboarding 
Emphasis is placed on building keyboard skills.  This class is intended for sixth grade students as an introduction to basic 
Microsoft Office skills and the use of the Internet as a research tool. 
 

Computer Basics 
In this course, students will learn to use the computer as an academic resource tool.  Word Processing, Drawing, 
Spreadsheet data entry (using formulas and functions), Graphs, PowerPoint, Internet research and Digital Citizenship are 
the focus areas.  Students will build keyboarding skills with a goal of 30 words per minute.   
 

Advanced Computers-Prerequisite: Computer Basics 
Advanced computer course availability and the curriculum for these courses vary at each site.  Where offered, the 
curriculum is aligned with the Arizona State Technology Standards and builds on students’ basic computer knowledge to 
ensure proficient digital learners. 
 

Music 
 

Band 
Students will have the opportunity to experience the joy of creating and performing music while learning to play an 
instrument.  Students learn basic to advanced rhythmic patterns, music theory and history, intonation, performance 
etiquette and teamwork.  Students perform in winter and spring concerts and festivals. 
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Chorus 
Students will have the opportunity to prepare and perform vocal selections in rehearsal and concert settings.  Students 
learn to read notes and rhythms, learn basic music theory and history and performance etiquette.  Students perform in 
winter and spring concerts and festivals. 
 

Strings 
Students will have the opportunity to experience the joy of creating and performing music while learning to play a stringed 
instrument.  Students learn basic to advanced rhythmic patterns, music theory and history, intonation, performance 
etiquette, and teamwork.  Students perform in fall, winter, and spring concerts and festivals. 
 

Physical Education (Semester 6th, 7th and 8thand 8th Grades) 
 

P.E. classes place a strong emphasis on the importance of promoting a positive self-image for all students.  Students learn 
the value of exercise, proper nutrition, sun safety, cardiovascular fitness, health physiology and how to incorporate fitness 
in their everyday lifestyles.  Our objective is to assist each student to develop physically, emotionally and mentally.  We 
believe that these valuable skills will help students establish lifetime appreciation of the value of fitness.  The 6 pillars of 
character and good sportsmanship are incorporated into all activities including individual, team and lifetime sports and 
fitness activities.  Students are encouraged to consider how the idea of wellness integrates into other content areas.  SUSD 
middle level Physical Education hopes to promote the development of healthy habits and an awareness of wellness as 
students are encouraged to consider physical fitness plans for life. 
 

World Languages 
 

Two years of the same language are required for Arizona state universities (example: French I and French II), but many 
universities have a three year requirement.  Specific university admission policies should be referenced. SUSD’s World 
Language courses are rigorous courses with an emphasis placed on listening, reading, speaking and writing to facilitate 
communication in the target language.  Vocabulary acquisition and a cultural overview are integral components of Level I 
coursework, which is based on District and State Standards.  
 

Students who are considering enrollment in the International Baccalaureate program in high school should plan to take 
Spanish I or French I in their 8th grade year.  Semester and/or year-long World Language classes vary depending on the 
school and grade level. 
NOTE: As of the 2011-12 school year, students enrolled in Spanish I, French I or Mandarin I in 8th grade will be allowed to 
choose whether they’d like to have these courses count for HS credit on their HS transcript.  Parents and students will be 
notified to indicate their choice after grades have been awarded to students.  For detailed information about the timeline 
parents and students can elect to earn credit for World Language I courses, please see the “letter to 8th grade parents” in 
the SUSD Digital Backpack (available on the SUSD website). 
 

Multi-cultural Exploratory-1867 
Prerequisites: None  
This exploratory Middle School course is designed for students to acquire a basic knowledge of at least eight major world       
languages.  They will gain the ability to communicate and understand basic greetings, colors, numbers, dates and 
information   on family, school and activities.  They will also learn about the cultures in the historical/geographical context. 
 

French Exploratory -1766 
Prerequisites: None 
This exploratory Middle School course is designed for students who have minimal or no prior knowledge of the French 
language.  It will include, but not be limited to: 

 Brief introduction to French as well as francophone cultures across the world through topics such as Geography,  
Family/Home, Food, Leisure/Recreation and Shopping 

 Acquisition of basic French pronunciation 

 Introduction to French phonetics 

 Listening and speaking practice for daily conversation on the topics listed above as well as numbers, colors, dates 
and weather 

Learning will be enhanced by simple dialogues, songs, short movies, illustrations and group games that incorporate TPR 
(Total Physical Response) and individualized instruction for differentiated learning. 
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Mandarin Chinese Exploratory -1758 
Prerequisites: None 
This exploratory Middle School course is designed for students who have no prior knowledge of the Mandarin language.  It 
will include, but not be limited to: 

 Brief introduction to Chinese culture with topics such as Geography, Family/Hone, Food, Calligraphy, Leisure, 
Recreation, Shopping and Chinese holidays 

 Acquisition of basic Chinese pronunciation and intonations through pinyin transcription 

 Acquisition of simple Chinese characters and compounds with mastery of 25-30 simplified characters  

 Listening and speaking competency for daily conversation in standard Mandarin on the topics listed above as well 
as numbers, colors, dates and weather. 

Learning will be enhanced by simple dialogues, Chinese folk songs, short movies, illustrations and group games that 
incorporate TPR (Total Physical Response) as well as individualized instruction for differentiated learning. 
 
Spanish Exploratory-1761 
Prerequisites: None 
This exploratory Middle School course is designed for students who have minimal or no prior knowledge of the Spanish 
language.  It will include, but not be limited to: 

 Brief introduction to a wide range of Hispanic cultures through topics such as Geography, Family/Home, Food, 
Leisure/Recreation, Shopping and Holidays 

 Acquisition of basic Spanish pronunciation 

 Learning of difference between the Spanish and English alphabet 

 Listening and speaking practice in Spanish on the topics listed above, as well as numbers, colors, dates and weather 
Learning will be enhanced by simple dialogues, songs, short movies, illustrations and group games and projects that 
incorporate TPR (Total Physical Response) as well as individualized instruction for differentiated learning. 
 
Introduction to Spanish (IA)-1869 
This year-long course is designed for 7th grade students in the schools where 6th graders may take Spanish Exploratory.  This 
avoids a “gap year” in the 7th grade before students pursue the Spanish I high school course in 8th grade.  Introduction to 
Spanish (IA) focuses on conversation and listening based on the topics of Friends, School, Food and Shopping.  Students 
demonstrate their learning progress through presentational, interpretive an interpersonal activities. 
 
French I (High School Course 6110-6111) 
Prerequisites: None 
The first year French language learner will experience a variety of techniques, procedures and activities to effectively 
communicate at a beginning level. Emphasis is placed on listening, speaking, reading and writing to facilitate 
communication in the target language. Vocabulary acquisition and a cultural overview will be integral components of the 
Level I coursework. 
 
Mandarin I (High School Course 6302-6303)  
Prerequisites: None 
The first year Mandarin language learner will experience a variety of techniques, procedures and activities to effectively 
communicate at a beginning level. Emphasis is placed on listening, speaking, reading and writing to facilitate 
communication in the target language. Vocabulary acquisition and a cultural overview will be integral components of the 
Level I coursework. 
 
Spanish I (High School Course 6010-6011) 
Prerequisites: None 
The first year Spanish language learner will experience a variety of techniques, procedures and activities to effectively 
communicate at a beginning level. Emphasis is placed on listening, speaking, reading and writing to facilitate 
communication in the target language. Vocabulary acquisition and a cultural overview will be integral components of the 
Level I coursework. 
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SUSD Middle School Trajectory of World Language Courses 
Semester and/or year-long World Language classes vary depending on the school and grade level. 

 

 
 

SUSD High School Trajectory of World Language Courses 

 
 
Foreign Language Immersion (FLI) 
Mohave provides seamless transition for our FLI students as they continue their Science and Social Studies in Spanish as 6th 
graders at Mohave Middle School.  7th grade immersion students take Social Studies and the high school Spanish II (please 
note that no student can be awarded high school credit as a 7th grader, in any discipline).  8th grade immersion students will 
also have Social Studies as well as Spanish III-Honors (earning high school credit for Spanish III H).   This continuum prepares 
students to eventually take both Spanish Language AP and Spanish Literature AP as sophomores and juniors respectively, 
with internship and travel possibilities their senior year.  Please note that this articulation agreement has been approved 
from Mohave Middle School to Saguaro High School only. 
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Additional Elective Courses 
 
The Scottsdale Unified School District is committed to meeting the unique needs of the early adolescent learner.  As a result, 
the District has developed additional elective course offerings to meet the academic, physical and emotional needs of the 
middle level students.   
 
Each SUSD middle school provides an updated list of elective courses at its campus and/or on its website.  These lists include 
course descriptions for the elective courses.  Please refer to each middle school’s website to learn more about which courses 
are offered at each school.  The availability of elective course offerings at each site will be unique and is dependent on 
staffing and facilities. 

Specialty Program Courses  
 

AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination)  
 

Grade 6 1685 Grade 7 1755 Grade 8 1855 
 

Ingleside and Mohave; 6th 7th, 8th grades; 2 semesters; 1.0 
 

The purpose of this course is to provide students with skills to help them succeed academically.  AVID is an elective course 
for grades 6, 7 and 8 with content specific curriculum which emphasizes aspects of writing, inquiry, collaboration and 
reading.  In the AVID program, students receive academic instruction and tutorial support from teachers and college 
students as well as participate in motivational activities to prepare them for the more rigorous academic courses.  AVID has 
a strong academic focus, encourages students to enroll in rigorous coursework and has an enduring academic and social 
support network.  Tutorials take place in the AVID class at least two times weekly. Study skills, note taking (Cornell note-
taking model) and college/career exploration are examples of the areas covered by AVID.  The trained AVID teacher serves 
as the students’ advocate and provides social and academic support.  This course is open to applicants who are identified 
based on specific criteria and interviewed.  The student should meet ONE of the following criteria:  
 

1. Student has 2.0-3.5 GPA 
2. Student has been identified as having potential for more rigorous courses, but has not been able to achieve success 
3. Student is “under-represented” in the college arena 
4. Student is considered first in family to either attend and/or graduate college, or  
5. Student comes from a single parent family and/or is considered financially disadvantaged   

 
Exceptions are determined on a case by case basis.  Application required.  Contact the school’s AVID coordinator if 
interested in applying. 
 

Gifted Services 
Various teaching strategies will be incorporated in classrooms to best meet the academic, social and emotional needs of 
gifted students.  These strategies may include, but are not limited to, differentiated instruction, independent projects and 
compacting of the curriculum. 
 

Comprehensive (Self Contained) Gifted Program 
The Comprehensive Gifted Program (CGP) has been designed to provide students who possess advanced intellectual, 
academic or creative capabilities with an educational opportunity that reflects interdisciplinary studies, academic rigor and 
critical and creative thinking.  It is the goal of the CGP to provide a comprehensive program that is responsive to the 
academic and affective needs of the gifted student.   The Comprehensive Gifted Program is available for grades 6-8 at Desert 
Canyon Middle School, Ingleside Middle School and Mohave Middle School.  Applications for the CGP are accepted 
throughout the school year and may be provided by a site gifted specialist or online at https://gifted.susd.org. 
 

  

https://gifted.susd.org/
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Special Education 
The goal of the Special Education program is to help identified students become independent learners, to teach learning 
strategies that will prepare them to be successful in their regular classes and to prepare them for high school.  Programs 
provide the specialized instruction needed to accomplish the goals and objectives specified in the student’s Individualized 
Education Program (IEP).  Student success will be achieved through a partnership between student, home and school. 
 

The Special Education Department staff includes specialists in various disabilities and related services.  Related services may 
include speech language therapy, occupational therapy, adapted physical education and assistive technology.  In order to 
receive Special Education services, students must meet eligibility criteria as set forth in the Individuals with Disability 
Education Act ’97 (IDEA ‘97). 
 
Learning Resource Center Program 
The Learning Resource Center (LRC) offers various models of small group instruction, support, remediation, monitoring and 
consultation with regular classroom teachers to support identified Special Education students.  Consultation is a component 
of all classes in which Special Education students participate.  This involves the consistent communication between the 
special education and the mainstream teacher.   
 

This consultation may lead to accommodations in a regular class, even if team teaching does not occur there.  Small 
Group/Individualized Instruction can be offered to Special Education students as needed.  Instruction can occur in the 
regular classroom or in the LRC.  Co-teaching may occur in regular education classes that serve Special Education students. 
It involves collaboration between regular education teachers and special educators to develop lessons and share the 
instructional responsibilities. 
 

Students receiving services through the LRC may use any combination of the two course offerings: 
1. Traditional courses (see planning guide) 
2. Essential academic courses are offered through a modified curriculum to meet individual needs per IEP goals.  

Courses may be pulled out (delivered in the special education classroom) or co-taught, depending on IEP needs.  
These courses may include Essential English, Essential Math, Essential Science and Essential Social Studies.  

 

Extended Resource/Self-Contained Programs 
Extended Resource also offers various models of small group instruction, support, remediation, monitoring and consultation 
with regular classroom teachers to support identified Special Education students.  There is a variety of extended resource 
services offered at each of the middle schools.  Placement in extended resource is determined by individual student need 
as stipulated in the IEP. 
 

Extended Resource/Academic Learning Center Program 
The Academic Learning Center (ALC) is designed for students with varying disabilities with common needs.  Students have 
primary difficulty with all academic skills and minimal deficits in behavior/social skills and communication skills.  Curriculum 
may be based on Arizona’s College and Career Ready Standards, and other standards/needs identified through the 
evaluation and IEP process.  Inclusion opportunities are made available to each child to the maximum extent appropriate. 
 

Extended Resource/Social, Communication and Academics (SCA) 
Autism programs are specifically designed to service students with autism who require a highly structured program due to 
the severity of limitations in social skills, language, behavior and independence.  Program structure and model, methods 
and strategies are specific to students with autism.  Students will be mainstreamed to the extent appropriate according to 
IEP goals.  Inclusion may be achieved through mainstream classroom academics, peer interaction and community based 
activities. 
 

Extended Resource/Success Program (Student Using Comprehension, Coping, Educational and Social Skills) 
SUCCESS classes are designed for students who, because of their intensive emotional problems, are not able to be educated 
successfully in the regular classroom or ALC.  The SUCCESS program is highly structured, affording academic coursework 
aligned to IEP goals and mainstreaming opportunities when students are capable of managing behavior in less restrictive 
environments (ALS, regular classes).  Students may be mainstreamed, in small groups, individually, or as a class, with non-
disabled peers.  The focus of the program is centered on improving behavior, self-management, communication and social 
interactions. 
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Extended Resource/Life Skills 
The Life Skills Center (LSC) is designed for students with varying disabilities with common needs.  Students have primary 
difficulty with all academic skills, deficits in behavior/social skills and communication skills.  Curriculum may be based on 
Arizona’s College and Career Ready Standards and other standards/needs as identified through the evaluation and IEP 
process.  Inclusion opportunities are made available to each child to the maximum extent appropriate. 
 
Students gaining services through Extended Resource/Self-contained Programs may use any combination of the three 
course offerings: 

1. Traditional courses (see planning guide) 
2. Essential academic courses are offered through a modified curriculum to meet individual needs per IEP goals.  

Courses may be pulled out or co-taught depending on IEP needs.  These courses may include Essential English, 
Essential Math, Essential Science and Essential Social Studies. 

3. Functional academic courses are designed to teach basic skills in the context of everyday living in order to maximize 
generalization from the classroom to real-life experiences.  Course content is developed to meet the needs of 
individual students.  These pull out courses may include Functional English, Functional Math, Functional Science, 
Functional Social Studies and Life Skills courses. 

 

Especially for Parents 
 
You can find additional information and resources on the Scottsdale Unified School District website (http://www.susd.org).  
Please visit the District website often to keep up with the latest in Middle School and other District news. 
 
The National Middle School Association has been a voice for those committed to the educational and developmental needs 
of young adolescents.  NMSA is the only national education association dedicated exclusively to the growth of middle level 
education.  NMSA provides professional development, journals, books, and research, The Family Connection, Middle 
Matters Online and other valuable information to assist educators and parents on an ongoing basis.  NMSA maintains a 
website at http://www.nmsa.org. 
 
The Uniform Code of Conduct is an SUSD publication developed by the District to “provide students, parents and staff with 
a clear outline of students’ rights and behavioral expectations.”  A copy of the Uniform Code of Conduct is available online 
at www.susd.org at the beginning of each school year.  In addition to information about student rights, responsibilities and 
behavior, the guide provides a wide variety of general information, from athletics to immunizations to parent liability, and 
much more.  Parents who do not have access to the Uniform Code of Conduct may obtain one from their Middle School. 
  

 

For the most current 
information and documents 

relating to SUSD Middle 
Schools, please reference the 

Digital Backpack at 
www.susd.org 
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Communication in Language Other Than English 
 

Written translation services are provided upon request in Spanish. Oral interpretation services are provided 
upon request in Spanish by Translation Services and in languages other than Spanish through the Language 
Line. For further assistance, call 480-484-5060.  
 

Español: 
Este documento y otra información se encuentra disponible en la oficina de su escuela 
o en la página Web del Distrito www.susd.org. Si necesitan servicios de interpretación, 
por favor comuníquense con la oficina de su escuela o llamen a Servicios de Traducción 
al 480-484-5060. 
 
Francés: 
Si vous avez des questions sur des parties du présent document ou si vous désirez 
obtenir des explications verbales sur des renseignements concernant l’école, veuillez 
communiquer avec les services de traduction au 480-484-5060. 
 
Árabe: 
ت إذا ان ك ك دي لة ل ئ س سام حول أ قة هذه أق ي وث حاجة كنتن  إذا أو ال ى ب رجمة إل لومات ت ع م  ال
ترجمة خدمات لى (ال ية Translation Services ( ع س مدر يا، ال فه ش لك من  ض صل ف  ب ات
م 5060-484-480 . رق  :ال
 
Ruso: 
Если у Вас возникли вопросы по поводу информации, указанной в 
разделах данного документа, или Вам необходим устный 
перевод информации о школе, обратитесь в Службу переводов 
по телефону 480-484-5060. 
 
Farsi: 
صورت در ه ی سمت مورد در ک لف] یها ق ت نا [مخ ند ي س سش  ر  یپ
يد ت ش ا و دا ياز ي يد ن ت ش وط اطالعات دا ه مرب سه ب صورت مدر فاه ب ش  ی
رجمه 480-484-5060 شود، ت ا لطفاط   ز ب رجمه خدمات مرک ه ت شماره ب   
ماس ير ت گ دب ي

  

http://www.susd.org/
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Appendix A 

 
 

    Scottsdale Unified School District  
3811 North 44th Street    
Phoenix, Arizona 85018   

Para recibir esta carta en español, por favor llame al  480-484-6111  
o envíe un correo electrónico (email) a: rwright@susd.org 

 
To Parent/Guardian of: 

Student 
Address 
City, State, Zip  

 
May 24, 2014 
 

On the back of this letter, you will find your student’s grade for his/her Algebra I and/or World Language I course.  This 
is the third year that 8th grade students can elect to receive high school credit for these courses.  In short, this means 
that your student could start high school with 1.0 credit for each of these courses toward his/her SUSD high school 
diploma. 
 
If you elect for your son/daughter to receive credit for the course(s) indicated on the back of this letter, your son/daughter 
will have a grade point average established upon entering high school.  The high school grading system is based on a 
4.0 point system: an A equals 4 points, a B equals 3 points, a C equals 2 points, and a D equals 1 point.  
 
Please bear in mind that all current middle level students will be required to complete four years of HS math to receive 
a high school diploma.  If you choose to have your son/daughter receive credit for Algebra I in 8th grade, Algebra I will 
count as the first course toward that requirement.  Regardless of this decision, taking a math class every year in high 
school is highly encouraged to best prepare students for college entrance exams and post-secondary education.  
 
Additionally, most colleges and universities require students to complete a minimum of two years of World Language 
courses (in the same language).  If parents elect for their 8th grade student to receive credit for Spanish I, Mandarin I, 
or French I, that course will count as the first course toward that requirement for students.  An advantage of earning 
more credits in World Language is that more and more institutions are looking favorably at students who have taken 
multiple years of World Language coursework. 
 
The information on the back of this letter shows the grade your son/daughter earned for Algebra I and/or World 
Language Level 1 in semester 1 and semester 2 of 8th grade.  Please note that you may not elect to have your student 
earn high school credit for only one semester of these courses.  However, if the student was enrolled in both Algebra I 
and World Language Level 1, you may elect to earn credit for one course and not the other. 
    
The purpose of this letter is to allow you the opportunity to indicate if you would like the course(s) named to count as 
the first course(s) toward your son/daughter’s SUSD high school diploma and grade point average.  To accept this credit 
and grade for the course indicated, please sign, date next to each applicable area and return this letter to the high school 
Registrar, as indicated on the form.  
 
If this information is not received by August 1st, your child will not be awarded credit for the indicated course(s). 
(Reminder:  Schedules of students are not likely to be impacted by this choice; incoming freshman students have 
already been placed in the appropriate course this fall based on the choices they made when high school counselors 
met with 8th grade students during the course selection process this spring).  If you have any questions about the 
courses your child selected, please contact your high school counselor.  Thank you for your kind attention to this 
letter. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Dr. Karen Benson 
Director of Curriculum, SUSD   
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SUSD High School Credit Acceptance Form 

 

8th Grade Student’s Name  

8th Grade Student’s SUSD ID Number  

SUSD Middle or K-8 School  

 
Please sign and return only if you wish to accept the following course(s) for high school grade and 1.0 credit to 
be included on your son/daughter’s SUSD high school transcript.   

 
If more than one course is indicated, each must be accepted individually. 

 
Note:  Parents may not elect to have students earn high school credit for only one semester for high school 
courses taken during 8th grade. If credits are accepted, they must be selected for the entire course – both 
semesters. 

High school transcripts will not reflect these choices until the end of the first quarter. 
 

 

 

World Language Course Semester 1 Grade Semester 2 Grade 

   

 
I verify that I accept this World Language course for high school grade/credit. 
 

Parent Signature  Date  

Student Signature  Date  

 
 
 
 

Math Course Semester 1 Grade Semester 2 Grade 

   
 
I verify that I accept this Math course for high school grade/credit. 
 

Parent Signature  Date  

Student Signature  Date  

 
 
 
 
Designated SUSD high school that student will attend in fall 2014: _______________________ 
 
 
Reminder:  Please return this completed form, before August 1st, to: 
 

Registrar 
High School 
Address 
City, State Zip 
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